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Promptly, Cortes put Guatemozin to the torture in an effort to
orce him to reveal where gold might be hidden. The Cacique
f Tacuba was tortured alongside Guatemozin, and confessed
is anguish through groans. Guatemozin, from out his own
Drture, rebuked him saying, "and do you think, then, that I am
njoying my bath?"
Then Cortes marched into Honduras. He took along with him
fuatemozin and the Cacique of Tacuba. Cort6s became sus-
icious, or pretended to be, that in some indefinite, unspecified,
nd in fact impossible way, Guatemozin was "plotting" against
im. He ordered Guatemozin, the Cacique of Tacuba, and the
obles accompanying them, to be hanged. "I knew what it was,"
dd Guatemozin when the noose was placed on his neck, "to
ust to your false promises, O Malinche (Cortes) ; I knew that
DU had destined me to this fate, since I did not fall by my own
and when you entered my city of Tenochtitlan. Why do you
ay me thus unjustly; your God will demand of you to know."
he Cacique of Tacuba declared that he desired no better lot
lan to die by the side of his lord.
Cortes killed Guatemozin because he feared him. He had the
ower to kill him. He need not have "framed" him and killed
im ignominiously. The facts speak for themselves when we
tempt to appraise the one man among the Spanish conquerors
ho had the loftiest mind and the greatest genius.
Cortes immediately instituted the enconnenda in what there-
:ter was to be called New Spain. He himself took land and
:rfs on the scale of a kingdom. He established the encomienda
\ defiance of the Spanish Crown, and continued it in face of a
ern, even impassioned order from the Crown to abolish the,
istitution. And the Crown surrendered, as it was to do in Peru .
venty years later; surrendered, and then became the leading
artner in that enslavement which it had condemned, and which
persevered in condemning through the generations, until the
panish rule of the New World was no more.
The next example comes from the tremendous story of the
ion<juest of Peru, ten years later, by the brothers Pizarro.
erdmand de Soto (later to lead his own expedition into what
now the United States) was there, too. And so were, accord-
ig to the best authorities, exactly 177 soldiers and officers,,
)ot and horse, come to challenge a nation numbering, to use
median figure, fifteen million. Prescott, citing the chroniclers
>video and Naharro, says that everywhere they were received
pith hospitality all along the route.